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Letter from King Lowis XIV

Versailles, France

Deaw Signov Vivaldi,

I v instructed by Hix Majesty, King Lowis of France, to-thank-yow for your
wentive music which we received last week, and which was imumediately
performed by the court orchestra, the Violons duw Roi. His Majesty greatly
enjoyed the performance and would be interested inv commissioning yow to-
produice music for the court here.

His Majesty has o fuwther proposal for yow. He provides dowrys of goods;
money, and boat passage to-Montréal for hundreds of poor and ovphaneds
young women. Because Hisy Majesty acty as o pavent invproviding their
trousseaun; the girly awe knoww as “les filles dw roi” (daughters of the king).
As v resuldt of His Majesty’s kindmness, moany young families awe now

We know that yowtoo-help poor young people, and that your school is; inv
foct, an orphanage. In both cases our young orphans grow up to-be useful to-
thenmselves and others. Our young women leawrv skills as pioneers of anv
wntoumed land, and, yours become musicions, musicions as fine as any inv
the whole of Europe, we have been told. Vivaldils ovbhow musicions must bes
fine indeed if they cowvperform music like that we heard this week inv owr
cowrt!

The king wovries about the hardships his people endure inv New France. They
enyoy few of the comforty of culture that we take for granted here: owr
pauwties, dinners, paintings, gardens, ballets, and; above all; our music. He
requests that yow recruit ten volunteers from your orphanage (ov the young
mew's ovbhanage) to-travel to-the New World under his sponsorship. It is
hoped that they will spread the joy and solace of music fow and wide inv
their new homeland.
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In ovder to-encouwrage the young people considering this move; His Majesty
suggesty that the young people irv question correspond directly withv others of
their oww age inv New France. Please forward letters to- me so-that I convpass
them on to-our colony. His Majesty requesty o response from yow at your
earliest covwenience onthis matter and iy looking forward to-future
collaboration onw this matter.

Ewespérant vous lire sous pew,; je vous prie de recevoir, mow cher Seigneur
Vivaldi, mes sentimenty les plus respectuen.

Le Comte Hevwi De LaChasse
Secretary to-His Majesty, King Lowis XVI
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